READING PASSAGE 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 1-13 which are based on Reading Passage 1 below.
Nutmeg – a valuable spice
The nutmeg tree, （Myristica fragrans,） is a large evergreen tree native to Southeast Asia. Until the late 18th century, it only grew in one place in the world: a small group of islands in the Banda Sea, part of the Moluccas – or Spice Islands – in northeastern Indonesia. The tree is thickly branched with dense ①foliage of tough, dark green ①oval leaves, and produces small, yellow, bell-shaped flowers and pale yellow pear-shaped fruits. The fruit ②is encased in(=surrounds) a flesh ②husk. When the fruit is ②ripe, this husk splits into two halves along a ridge running the length of the fruit. Inside is a purple-brown shiny seed, 2-3 cm long by about 2 cm across, surrounded by a lacy red or crimson ④covering called an ‘aril’. These are the sources of the two ③spices nutmeg and ④mace, (and)③the former being produced from the dried ③seed and ④the latter from the aril.	Comment by Yumiko: What is the difference between foliage and leave?
Leaf is singular (one leaf)
Foliage is a whole bunch of leaves	Comment by Yumiko: bell-shaped = 【形】鐘［釣り鐘］の形をした、鐘形の、円すい形の、	Comment by Yumiko: pale yellow = 淡黄色	Comment by Yumiko: be encased in = be surrounded by
～に入れられる［閉じ込められる］、殻で覆われている	Comment by Yumiko: husk =（果実・種子の）殻，さや，皮	Comment by Yumiko: a ridge =細長い隆起部、うね	Comment by Yumiko: run the length of～ = ～の全長にわたる	Comment by Yumiko: across = 幅	Comment by Yumiko: 	Comment by Yumiko: crimson =深紅色の (しんこうしょくの)	Comment by Yumiko: mace = メース◆ナツメグ(nutmeg)の種子を覆う薄い仮種皮で、香辛料として使われる。種子の表面をおおっている付属物。

Enlarge = 拡大する　/ encourage = 勇気づける　/ shorten 短くする　/ strengthen 強化する


Nutmeg was a highly prized and costly ingredient in European cuisine in the ⑤⑧Middle Ages, and was used as a flavouring, medicinal, and preservative agent. Throughout this period, the ⑧Arabs were ⑧the exclusive = only importers of the spice to Europe. They sold nutmeg for high prices to merchants based in Venice, ⑤but they never revealed the exact location of the source of this extremely valuable commodity. The Arab-Venetian dominance of the trade finally ended in 1512, when the Portuguese reached the Banda Islands and began exploiting its precious resources.	Comment by Yumiko: a highly prized = とても貴重な	Comment by Yumiko: exclusive = 排他的な、唯一の、一つだけの

(Because the Portuguese were) Always in danger of competition from neighbouring Spain, the Portuguese began subcontracting their spice distribution to Dutch traders. Profits began to flow into the Netherlands, and the Dutch commercial fleet swiftly grew into one of the largest in the world. The Dutch quietly gained control of most of the shipping and trading of spices in Northern Europe. Then, in 1580, Portugal fell under Spanish rule, and by the end of the 16th century the Dutch found themselves locked out of the market. As prices for pepper, nutmeg, and other spices soared across Europe, they decided to fight back.	Comment by Yumiko: subcontract = 〔仕事を〕下請けに出す	Comment by Yumiko: flow into =～に流入する［流れ込む］	Comment by Yumiko: the Dutch commercial fleet =オランダの商用艦隊	Comment by Yumiko: fall under =～の支配下［監督下］に入る	Comment by Yumiko: be locked out of =〔…から〕締め出す

In 1602, ⑥Dutch merchants founded the VOC, a trading corporation better known as the Dutch East India Company. By 1617, ⑥the VOC was the richest commercial operation in the world. The company had 50,000 employees worldwide, with a private army of 30,000 men and a fleet of 200 ships. At the same time, thousands of people across Europe were dying of the ⑨plague, ⑨a highly contagious and deadly disease. Doctors were desperate for a way to stop the spread of this disease, and they decided nutmeg held the cure. Everybody wanted nutmeg, and many were willing to spare no expense to have it. Nutmeg bought for a few pennies in Indonesia could be sold for 68,000 times its original cost on the streets of London. The only problem was the short supply. And that’s where the Dutch found their opportunity.	Comment by Yumiko: commercial operation =営業運行、営業運転	Comment by Yumiko: a fleet of =＿隻の船隊	Comment by Yumiko: plague =腺ペスト	Comment by Yumiko: be desperate for =～を切望する	Comment by Yumiko: hold =〔～を〕手に持つ、〔～を〕握る	Comment by Yumiko: be willing to = 〜しても構わない、 〜するのを厭わない、〜する準備はできている	Comment by Yumiko: spare no expense =出費［費用］を惜しまない、金に糸目を付けない

The Banda Islands were ruled by local sultans who insisted on maintaining a neutral trading policy towards foreign powers. This allowed them to avoid the presence of Portuguese or Spanish troops on their soil, but it also left them unprotected from other invaders. In 1621, ⑩the Dutch arrived and took over. Once securely in control of the Bandas, the Dutch went to work protecting their new investment. They concentrated all nutmeg production into a few easily guarded areas, uprooting and destroying any trees outside the plantation zones. Anyone caught growing a nutmeg seedling or carrying seeds without the proper authority was severely punished. In addition, all exported nutmeg was covered with ⑩lime ⑩to make sure there was no chance a fertile seed which could be grown elsewhere would leave the islands. There was only one obstacle to Dutch domination. One of the Banda Islands, a sliver of land called Run, only 3 km long by less than 1 km wide, was under the control of the British. After decades of fighting for control of this tiny island, ⑦Dutch and British arrived at a compromise settlement, the Treaty of Breda, in 1667. Intent on securing their hold over every nutmeg-producing island, ⑪the Dutch offered a trade: if the British would give them the island of ⑪Run, they would in turn give Britain a distant and much less valuable island in North America. ⑪The British agreed. That other island was Manhattan, which is how New Amsterdam became New York. ⑦The Dutch now had a monopoly over the nutmeg trade which would last for another century.	Comment by Yumiko: local sultans = 地元のスルタン
*スルタンとは世俗の権威、君主の称号。ようするに王様。 ブルネイの国王やマレーシアの州の首長(旧王族)は今も伝統的にスルタンを名乗っている　	Comment by Yumiko: uproot =〔植物やその根を〕引き抜く、根こそぎにする	Comment by Yumiko: catch … ○○ing＝…が○○しているところを見つける」	Comment by Yumiko: seedling ＝〔実生の〕苗、苗木◇saplingより小さなもの。	Comment by Yumiko: lime = 石灰	Comment by Yumiko: fertile =（動植物が）多産な，繁殖力のある；生殖力のある	Comment by Yumiko: in turn =　お返しに、返礼として


There is an apple on the table.  
 副詞 V   S　 前置詞句（修飾語句）
SV ☛　VS



Then, in ⑫1770, a Frenchman named Pierre Poivre ⑫successfully smuggled（= secretly taken to）nutmeg plants to safety in ⑫Mauritius, an island off the coast of Africa. Some of these were later exported to the Caribbean where they thrived, especially on the island of Grenada. Next, in ⑬1778, a volcanic eruption in the Banda region caused a ⑬tsunami ⑬that wiped out（=destroyed） half the nutmeg groves. Finally, in 1809, the British returned to Indonesia and seized the Banda Islands by force. They returned the islands to the Dutch in 1817, but not before transplanting hundreds of nutmeg seedlings to plantations in several locations across southern Asia. The Dutch nutmeg monopoly was over.　	Comment by Yumiko: smuggle = 〔～を〕密輸［密輸入・密輸出］する
〔～を〕こっそり持ち込む［出す］	Comment by Yumiko: wipe out = destroy =　全滅［絶滅・壊滅・消滅・死滅・崩壊・撃滅・全敗］させる、徹底的に破壊する	Comment by Yumiko: seize = ～を手に入れる、獲得する、奪取する、強奪する、奪う

Today, nutmeg is grown in Indonesia, the Caribbean, India, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea and Sri Lanka, and world nutmeg production is estimated to average between 10,000 and 12,000 tonnes per year.
 
Questions 1-4
Complete the notes below.
Choose ONE WORD ONLY from the passage for each answer.
Write your answers in boxes 1-8 on your answer sheet.
The nutmeg tree and fruit
●   the leaves of the tree are 1……………………. in shape
●   the 2……………………. surrounds the fruit and breaks open when the fruit is ripe
●   the 3……………………. is used to produce the spice nutmeg
●   the covering known as the aril is used to produce 4……………………..
●   the tree has yellow flowers and fruit

Questions 5-7
Do the following statements agree with the information given in Reading Passage 1?
In boxes 5-7 on your answer sheet, write
TRUE               if the statement agrees with the information
FALSE              if the statement contradicts the information
NOT GIVEN    if there is no information on this

5   In the Middle Ages, most Europeans knew where nutmeg was grown.　False
6   The VOC was the world’s first major trading company.　Not Given
7   Following the Treaty of Breda, the Dutch had control of all the islands where nutmeg grew.　True

Questions 8-13
Complete the table below.
Choose ONE WORD ONLY from the passage for each answer.
Write your answers in boxes 8-13 on your answer sheet.
	Middle Ages
	Nutmeg was brought to Europe by the 8……………

	16th century
	European nations took control of the nutmeg trade

	17th century
	Demand for nutmeg grew, as it was believed to be effective against the disease known as the 9……………
The Dutch
– took control of the Banda Islands
– restricted nutmeg production to a few areas
– put 10…………… on nutmeg to avoid it being cultivated outside the islands
– finally obtained the island of 11…………… from the British

	Late 18th century
	1770 – nutmeg plants were secretly taken to 12……………
1778 – half the Banda Islands’ nutmeg plantations were destroyed by a 13……………


 

